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Charlemont to Carleton is quite absurd, and shows the
malevolence of his mind. Carleton was wrong in per-
mitting his pen to convey such asperity to a Secretary of
State, and therefore has been removed from the govern-
ment of Canada. But his meritorious defence of Quebec
made him a proper object of military reward ; and as such
I could not provide for any other General till I had paid
the debt his services had a right to claim.

(No date> but supposed to be March 15. 1778.)

On a subject which has for many months engrossed my
thoughts I cannot have the smallest difficulty instantly
to answer the letter I have just received from you. My
sole wish is to keep you at the head of the Treasury, and
as my confidential Minister. That end obtained, I am
willing, through your channel, to accept any description
of persons that will come avowedly to the support of your
administration, and as such do not object to Lord Shel-
burne and Mr. Barre, whom personally, perhaps, I dislike
as much as Alderman Wilkes; and I cannot give you a
stronger proof of my desire to forward your wishes than
taking this unpleasant step. But I declare in the strongest
and most solemn manner that (though) I do not object to
your addressing yourself to Lord Chatham, yet that you
must acquaint him that I shall never address myself to
him but through you; and on a clear explanation that he
is to step forth to support an administration wherein you
are First Lord of the Treasury ; and that I cannot consent
to have any conversation with him till the Ministry is
formed; that if he comes into this, I will, as he supports
you, receive him with open arms. I leave the whole ar-
rangement to you, provided Lord Suffolk, Lord Weymouth
and my two able lawyers are satisfied as to their situations;
but choose Ellis for Secretary at War in preference to
Barre, who in that event will get a more lucrative em-
ployment, but will not be so near my person. Having
said this, I will only add, to put before your eye my most
inmost thoughts, that no advantage to this country, nor
personal danger to myself, can ever make me address